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Belated new year's greetings to all Friends of 
Western.  2014 will be a special year, with the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, the Ryder 
Cup at Gleneagles and the independence vote 
later in the year.  It looks likely that Western 
members past and present will be involved in the 
Games, either as players or in a support role. 
 
For  this issue Alistair Trainor  tracked down 
Aussie Gordon Simpson to get his recollections of 
a momentous year for Western.  An excellent 
example of having the right people in the right 
place at the right time.  
 

The season so far .... 
 
The men's 1sts are on course for a top-four finish 
outdoors, which will then lead to play-offs for the 
title.  Kelburne comfortably lead the table, and 
showed their superiority with an easy 4-0 win 
against our lads, who had a real off-day.  The 
women will need to get a bit of form going to ease 
clear of the relegation places, but they are a young 
team learning all the time.  League action resumes 
on the weekend of February 15/16 - see club 
website for fixture details.   For the lower XI's the 
men's 3rd's will hope to maintain their recent 
dominance of the Reserve Cup. 
 
Our habit is to include the words 'Western 
Wildcats', 'indoor hockey' and 'ambivalent' in the 
same sentence each year.  However  both men and 
women finished in fourth place in the league, 
improving on last year's ranking.  The women's 
performances were  the more meritorious, with 
Rachael Houghton in among the goals.  
 

40 Years On ..... 
 

The match to celebrate the 40 years club service by 
Niall Sturrock and Alistair Trainor will take place 
at the club on Saturday, 31st May - time to be 
arranged.  These two stalwarts have pored over 
membership lists spanning their time at the club 
to select two squads for battle.  Acceptances have 
been received from various parts of the Western 
world, and we hope that Friends of Western not 
selected to play, or who have declined for sane 
and sensible reasons, will still come along to pay 
tribute. 
 

The match coincides with the hockey club dinner, 
which will also be held at the club.  This offers an 

excellent opportunity to socialise with current 
players and catch up with old friends.  Spaces 
may be at a premium, so early booking is 
recommended. 
 
 

 

WESTERN WILDCATS 
HOCKEY CLUB 

 
ANNUAL CLUB DINNER 

 
Saturday 31st May 7.00 for 7.30 

 

Outrageously Camp MC    -  Excellent 
Fare  -  Timeless Prize Giving Ceremony  

-  Rip Off Raffle 
 

(not all of the above can be guaranteed) 

 
All Friends of Western Welcome 

Book early to avoid disappointment by 
contacting Alistair Trainor at 

alistair.trainor@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Help Wanted (1) 
 

Kareena Marshall, our women's 1st team coach 
and Scotland squad member, is heavily involved 
in fund-raising for the national squad to support 
their full-time training programme  and 
preparation in the lead-up to the Commonwealth 
Games.  A Black Tie Dinner Dance will be held at 
the Saltire Centre, Glasgow Caledonian 
University on Saturday, 15th March.  There are 
two ways in which members of Friends of 
Western can help: by sponsoring a table for £100, 
or donating a raffle prize.  For further info, please 
see attachments 1 and 2 from Kareena. 
 

The hockey club and FOW will be jointly 
sponsoring a table.  Already four or five folk have 
shown  interest in attending the dinner (£50 per 
ticket).  If you wish to come along and support 
Scotland's Commonwealth Games team should 
contact Angus Scott  (angus.scott43@yahoo.co.uk). 
It will be a great night and it would be good to 
have a full table of 10 
 



 

Western Reflections from Down Under 

 

Australian Gordon "Simmo" Simpson was recruited as player-coach at the start of season 1997/1998, the 

first non-Scot to coach Western. He was only with us for the one season but what a season. The team won 

the National League, the Scottish Cup (trouncing MIM 6-2 in the final) and won gold in C Division of the 

European Club Championship which was held at Milngavie. The Oz  influence was carried on the 

following year by fellow Aussie Andrew Meredith whom Gordon was influential in enticing to the club. 

The different Aussie approach obviously worked as the team were unbeaten in the league during 98/99. 
 

 Where do you live now? 

Brisbane, Queensland (yes we have snakes, 

spiders and very big sharks here, mate. Pop 

down and I will take you surfing!) 

 

 When and how did you come to Western 

and was it as a player or as coach? 

As both player and coach.  I was asked by 

English Club Old Loughtonians in 1997 to come 

across from Australia to coach and play in their 

1st grade men’s team.  After arriving in England 

I spent a month wondering HOW this many 

people can live on top of each other.  After 

asking one of the locals “when will this smog 

ever lift?”  I got a prompt reply of “what 

smog?”...  so I knew I wouldn’t be able to last!  I 

made a call to a mate of mine who was 

coaching in Spain at the time and asked if he 

would like to take my place with Old 

Loughtonians, and he jumped at the chance.  

After a chat with the club, and paying them 

back the money for the flight, we parted 

company. I then headed north to see the 

splendour of Scotland.  Some far distant 

relative was from Scotland, so I thought it only 

right to see where my lineage was from. After a 

month or two of the normal tourist activities I 

heard that another couple of Aussies were in 

Edinburgh, Brent Deans and Paul Kelly.  I 

caught up with both, and over a few beers 

decided to stay a while. Brent put me in contact 

with Callum MacLeod and Roddy Philp,  and 

after a chat - well the rest is history. 

 

 What was your first impression of 

Western? 

A solid club with a lot of history.   I couldn’t 

understand a word anyone was saying for the 

first three weeks, but after that and some 

elocution lessons from Akash (Marwaha) I was 

good to understand any Scotsman. 

  

 What were your impressions of Scottish 

hockey? 

A soft bunch that needed a little toughening 

up.  (Joking guys!!! Aussie humour!) 

My first view was that of a very defensive 

thought process.   In the league it was “let’s not 

let a goal in”, rather than “ let’s get on the field 

and get five goals”.  

 

 Did you change the style of play? 

I tried to install a more attacking flair to the 

team, and make them realise that hey, this team 

might score three goals against us, but here is 

how we score four.  The guys took  this on and 

we had some great high scoring games.  It also 

drove a mentality that if we did get a goal 

against us, that was ok, we can get it back. I 

have to say Callum set the team up and created 

a great work ethic over the whole group.  I was 

fortunate enough to be in a position to just 

tweak a few areas to keep the success going. 

 

 Which (if any) players impressed you? 

Where do you start with this?   

Stalwarts that do the hard yards week in and 

week out really impress me.  The likes of Euan 

Miller, Murray Laing , Roddy Philp, Callum 

Macleod, Neil Menzies, all stand out.  Up front, 

in my opinion Johnny McMeekin, Graham 

Joyce and Vishal Marwaha were first class 

strikers in any country's 1st division. 

 

But with all the big names aside, the whole 

team impressed, and over the season became 

closer than brothers.  The banter between 

Akash, Graham and up-and-coming goalkeeper 

Kris Kane, then Roddy blowing his top;  

Callum's silence watching the four of them and 

shaking his head;  Murray pretending he is a 

strike forward; it goes on! 

 



 What were the highlights of your time 

with us? 

Besides winning everything?  The TEAM and 

every person in the club!   What a great group 

of people. 

I was also involved with training Western 

Juniors through the week.   It always brings 

you back to your roots when there are kids 

about.  It freshens you up and makes you 

remember that you started playing this game 

for fun, not for trophies.  Passion drives the 

best in all of us.   
 

Mr & Mrs Miller.  When you travel you need 

family to bring some normality back to your 

life every now and then.  Donald and Carolyn 

did just that. They were also there for the whole 

team. Rain, hail or shine they were there week 

in week out.  Thank you both. 
 

 Any lows? 

Leaving was hard…. very hard. 
 

 What would you changed if you had been 

in Scotland longer?  

The weather! 

I would have liked to develop more of a Club 

feel, by having the fixtures built around clubs.  

What I mean by that is to have as many grades 

all play at the club on the same day over a 

weekend.   Yes, I understand a lot of admin- 

istration would go into that but the result 

would be a full club every second weekend, 

and at away games you would have your full 

club there to support from the juniors all the 

way through. I grew up in Perth (Australia, not 

the home of St Johnstone) with the club scene 

organised that way, but it also changed and 

clubs became internally separated into their 

own little parts of the club, and the atmosphere 

died.  I would have like to help bring it back, so 

the club was the focus. 
 

 What did you do when you left Western? 

I went to Boston USA, coached summer camps 

and was asked to help coach North Eastern 

University in the NCAA college season.  I 

finished the year then went back to Perth, 

where I played with the Perth Thundersticks 

for another two seasons in the NHL (National 

Hockey League). 
 

 Are you still involved in sport? 

I help out with the kids' sport, having a tennis 

star daughter Mia (9), and son Euan (7) who is 

into surfing and boxing.  Now if fishing is a 

sport (it is, ed.)  I’m an elite athlete! 
 

 Note 

Thanks to every one of my family at Western.   

It’s hard to explain how each of you impacted 

my life.  The reality is I still have my kilt and 

wear it to every black tie event I go to.  I smile 

whenever I put it on.

 
1998 1sts: Back l to r:   G. Pate (Pres), N. Menzies, S. McCartney, B. Kane, S. Menzies, G. Simpson, C. McLeod and M. Laing 

Front: R. Philp, A. Shirley, E. Miller, V. Marwaha, J. McMeekin, A. Meredith, K. Squire and A. Marwaha 



Help Wanted (2) 
 
Graham Lister, a Western player who has come through the ranks, is an artist and currently 
engaged in PhD research.  Graham is creating a collection of photographs, paintings and 
texts focussed on people's experience of everyday spaces, places and journeys in Glasgow.  
He would like contributions 'using memories, favourite places or bits of the city that they 
notice or remember'.  
 
If you can identify something that you would describe as being your 'everyday Glasgow' of 
the past or present, he would be very pleased to hear from you.  It could be anything from a 
few words, or an address, to the name of a building, a little story, or a picture you could 
attach to an email.  Contributions can be sent to:  altermodernarchive@gmail.com 
 
Examples: 
 
(1)  My Grandfather used to have a tobacconist at 1397 on the Gallowgate.   Sold before I was 
born, it was still pointed out to me every time I passed it;  always boarded up, or closed with 
the shutters down.  A victim of the Forge Shopping Centre.   
 

 
 
(2)  I came  across this picture online, and it reminded me of many hours studying in the 
Glasgow University Library, and looking out over the city. 
 

 
 
Graham can be contacted at lister_art@hotmail.com and he will be very pleased to provide 
further information, including how contributions will be used, confidentiality and seeing the 
finished article in an exhibition, in October 2014. 
 

mailto:altermodernarchive@gmail.com

